it could be significantly different and may even consist of more than one statutory college.
In addition to Alfred University, statutory colleges of the State University of New York system exist at Cornell and Syracuse universities.
It is important to note that nothing has been decided for certain. The various parties are examining the feasibility of a consolidation and could present a recommendation to New York state this fall, which would be only the first of several hurdles to cross on the way to a union.
Such a recommendation to the state would not be a final decision, but simply a recommendation that the idea warrants further study.
Edmondson noted that there will be many "decision points" along the way, with an affirmative decision needed at each point to continue.
Assuming a positive recommendation this fall, approval will be needed from such parties as Alfred State's labor unions, the AU board of trustees, the State University of New York and the New York state legislature.
If it is determined not to be feasible, or if any group along the way says no, the consolidation effort is ended.
At least on paper, the proposed consolidation appears to be a promising proposition that merits a closer look.
"The vision is to create a comprehensive university offering certificates, as well as associate's, baccalaureate's, master's and doctoral degrees," said Rezak on a Web site set up to answer questions about the merger. "This will be unique in New York state, and possibly the Northeast."
Edmondson echoed the benefit of diversified academic offerings, and also noted the possibility of an improved student life and a more easily identified brand for the University and its graduates.
In many areas around the region, there is confusion surrounding which school is which; many do not even know there are two institutions in Alfred.
Clearing up this confusion would aid in marketing the University and help potential employers more easily identify the value of an Alfred University degree.
Although "any decision has advantages and disadvantages,"
BY BRANDON THURNER

NEWS EDITOR
The Alfred University Board of Trustees voted unanimously to eliminate fraternities and sororities on campus last May.
"We believe this set of decisions offers a new opportunity for creative improvements in residential and co-curricular life of Alfred University," stated President Charles Edmondson.
Sue Goetschius, director of communications, said in a press release that a Greek Task Force was put in place last February after the death of Benjamin Klein.
Board Chairman Emeritus Gene Bernstein, a 1969 alumnus of AU, took charge of the task force which concluded that many students who belong to Greek organizations are upstanding citizens. However, a number of these organizations have become dysfunctional, stated Bernstein.
According to Bernstein, the task force dealt with three choices regarding Greek Life at AU: to continue Greek life as is, to significantly reform the system or to eliminate fraternities and sororities.
Gerald Brody, vice president of student affairs and dean of students, said he does not know if the Board of Trustees' decision will be felt immediately.
"There's not going to be a tremendous impact if a [Greek] organization is in good standing," stated Brody. "We're trying to allow students who are Greek and in good standing to graduate as Greek."
The task force stated that Greek membership at AU has declined from 45 percent of the student body 40 years ago to 10 percent currently.
"This decision by the Board of Trustees will allow the University to reallocate resources now directed at the 10 percent of students who have Greek affiliations to improving the quality of life for all students," said Brody.
As a member of the team charged with drafting an implementation plan for eliminating the Greek system, Brody reiterated the University's position that current Greeks retain their status out of fairness to returning students. However, Greek organizations are no longer allowed to recruit on campus and the decision to phase out current Greek life has led to a new residency requirement, said Brody.
The new three-year residency requirement does not affect upperclassmen, said Director of Residence Life Brenda Porter, and begins with this year's incoming freshmen class.
The resident director and resident assistant staff were trained in August to be able to respond to student concerns, answer questions and dispel rumors pertaining to the new guidelines that Greeks in good standing now operate under, stated Porter.
In a letter to Greek organizations in good standing this July, Brody discussed the need to "have a considerate and orderly transition." In order to help with this transition, Brody has formed an advisory group of students to provide input.
"The trustees, president and I know that there are many good students within Greek organizations and good students in Greek organizations not in good standing," stated Brody. "For this reason, each and every student deserves the support." r
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F i a t Lux Alfred exploring new directions
Students who paid any attention to their Alfred e-mail accounts over the summer months have noticed that a great deal of news has been coming out of Alfred University. Two days after graduation, as many of us were beginning to settle into a new summer routine, the University announced that Greek life was being eliminated. A few days later, on May 23, the University and Alfred State College jointly announced that they were exploring the possibility of a merger.
So, while Alfred may not look incredibly different from what we remember last year, the University is in a process of change that will be taking place, at least in part, during our time here.
Change, especially change of this magnitude, is often resisted. People prefer their comfort zones and anything that pulls them out tends to be opposed, even if it is in their long-term best interest.
With that said, one important point must be emphasized: any pending merger, partnership, reconnection or consolidation -whatever the word of the day is -will have little, if any, effect on current students.
It's not as if the proverbial floodgates between the two institutions were thrown open, allowing members of each to run around in some chaotic new colossus.
Rather, leadership at both schools is deliberately exploring this proposed consolidation to ensure that it makes sense. The road to a combined institution is a long one that requires approval from many parties and a great deal of work from the leadership to be certain that this will benefit both schools.
In fact, with people concerned about how a consolidation will affect them personally, much has been done to assure everybody that they can feel secure as the partnership moves forward.
AU President Charles Edmondson has said that students who are here now, and possibly even those who enroll next year, can expect four to five years here with no changes from the institution that is here now.
More specifically, Edmondson and Alfred State President William Rezak issued a joint statement guaranteeing that students enrolling in a specific program will be able to complete their degree requirements, as long as they progress at the anticipated rate.
Also, Edmondson has guaranteed that there will be no faculty or staff jobs lost as a result of the consolidation. If people leave their jobs for other reasons, such as retirement, certain positions may be phased out, but no individuals will be laid off or terminated because of the merger.
It appears that the administration has done all it can to ensure that individuals will not be negatively affected and to put people at ease.
With that said, if people keep an open mind, the opportunity exists for a productive, positive dialogue on the issues facing Alfred. While decisions of this magnitude are ultimately made at the administration or board of trustees level, anyone in Alfred has the right and responsibility to make their voice heard to help improve our University. Student voices could, for example, have an impact on the potential academic offerings at the combined institution.
On the other side of the coin, the University has a responsibility to solicit input and keep the community informed. Up to this point, they seem to have done a pretty good job of that. There is a section on the AU Web site where anyone can ask questions, and seemingly as much information that has been available has been released.
Hopefully, as the semester and year wears on, information and opinions will continue to flow freely to build a stronger University. r We stand on the precipice of possible war with Iraq; the draft has not been reinstated and life has returned to as normal a way that it could in light of what happened a year ago.
COLUMN
Reflections
That day, much like some of the days I spent with my mother before she passed from cancer over two years ago, can only be remembered in foggy, dream-like snapshots. Like the hovering spacecraft above your house, it still, even now, sometimes feels too unbelievable to be real.
I can remember something my friend Mike said in response to someone accusing the media of overdoing their coverage and intensity concerning the matter months later.
He told me of how he, and a number of other employees at the UPN9 television station in Secaucas, NJ, a stone's throw away from NYC, stood atop the building and watched in horror what happened so very close to where they were. They stood there, powerless. Some cried, some screamed, some didn't say a word.
"These people that think the media is overdramatizing the attacks were obviously not as f--ing close to it as I was," he said. "I'll never forget what I saw. Never." I can go on for as long as the Fiat Lux would allow about the invasion of our lives that happened that day. How you should never forget those that died, be they employees in the World Trade Center or Pentagon, or those who tried to rescue them but became victims as well. I could go on forever about how we can never forget how deeply and frighteningly tragic this all was, and is.
However, I won't insult your intelligence by repeating things you already know, have heard and will continue to hear. It's unneeded.
All I keep coming back to as I write this, is that poem I wrote on the morning of Sept. 11, under one of the trees near the statue of our King Alfred and the peace that it brought to me in a time of adjustment in a brand-new world.
A poem about birth and death, and what we experience while we're here if we allow ourselves to experience it. Everything in this world is born, lives and inevitably dies, some say to be reborn later on, some say otherwise.
Whatever you might believe, just remember that though we all will die during this lifetime, we cannot forget to make the most of the time we have, while we still have it.
In the face of any adversity that might befall us, we cannot forget that no one can take away what we hold inside. Nothing can take that joy and peace away from us, nothing, as long as we remember that it's still there, even now.
To all of the families and friends who lost someone, or something on Sept. 11, 2001 , I wish you the most success in your continued recovery. r
Lack of logo embarassing
After four years of use, the Alfred Saxons had gotten used to the logo displayed on the school's football helmets.
This all came to an end in the fall of 2000 after a picture next to a Nov. 8 USA Today article showed the country what Alfred University was using for uniforms. The team was using a logo identical to that of Auburn University, the letter "A" superimposed over the letter "U," only with a different color scheme.
Alfred's own Ryan Rambacher had broken the school's scoring record, kicking with teammate Brian Keefer as his holder since long before putting on an Alfred uniform.
Shortly after the excitement of having this longtime duo from Alfred in a national newspaper, an Auburn University official contacted Alfred's athletic director, Jim Moretti.
Alfred had unknowingly infringed upon the registered trademark that Auburn had on their logo. "Our intent was not to infringe upon Auburn," said Moretti.
The logo was something that the school was using without knowledge of the trademark or the expectation of Auburn even noticing this tiny school over 1,000 miles away.
"We were really surprised that Auburn noticed," said head football coach Dave Murray. "We were a little disappointed."
Alfred was forced to "cease and desist" use of the logo by 2003 and has already found a replacement logo to be used on the football helmets, said Moretti. Now, the team is using a similar logo with the "A" and "U" next to each other rather than being superimposed overtop of each other. The new AU design is enclosed in an oval.
With the problems Alfred had with the old AU logo, the question comes to mind -"Why doesn't the school have an officially trademarked logo like just about every other college and university in the country?"
The athletic department is considering making the new AU logo the official logo of the athletic department, said Moretti. This is a good start, but it doesn't solve the problem of the university as a whole not having one.
A university logo would promote school unity and spirit and can be printed on any university apparel.
"We don't have an official logo," said Murray. "But I think we need to have one." I don't think many students or faculty would argue with this. The only problem is coming to a consensus on what the logo should be.
This doesn't have to be a long, tedious process. The school could sponsor a logo design contest and narrow it down to several finalists that students could vote on.
With the amount of talented artists on this campus, there should be no problem designing a logo that exemplifies this university and that most of campus will agree on as a logo that they would be proud to wear. This is just one suggestion of a possible way of going about getting this problem solved, but the point is it does need to be solved. It's an embarrassment being caught using another school's logo merely because we haven't designed one of our own. r Porter, who initiated the changes, stated that RD's need to be available "to provide assistance to the students and a backup to the staff" in a variety of situations.
BY BRYAN SICK
MANAGING EDITOR
Porter said that the closer parking for RD's has led to a decreased response time, especially during inclement weather. This helps to ensure the safety of all, stated Porter.
A gate is to be installed outside the Kenyon suite, preventing vehicles from entering the Pine Hill Suites from behind Reimer Hall, said Schwartz.
Although traffic would be allowed to continue behind Reimer and Tefft, vehicular access to the suites would tentatively be cut off at 3:30 p.m. and reopened around 8 a.m.
The gate should resolve parking problems outside the suites, explained Schwartz.
That roadway is meant as a walking path, and to provide quick access to the suites for dropping off groceries and other items. Currently, it gets abused and creates an unsafe situation, said Schwartz.
"Right now, if you have to have an ambulance or a fire truck get through, there's no way," said Schwartz.
Jeremy Radtke, a sophomore fine arts major and resident of Davis, disagreed with the plan. "I think that it's the job of security to combat these problems with tickets," said Radtke. "It shouldn't be the law abiding students' problems if we have to carry in big boxes."
An unnamed resident assistant from the suites contested Radtke's opinion, claiming that students had largely ignored ticketing.
"The biggest issue is the safety of students. It's an accident waiting to happen," said the RA, referring to drivers taking the path's blind curve at 30 to 40 mph and ignoring the no parking signs. r there appear to be many advantages in the proposed consolidation, according to Student Senate President Matthew Washington. Chief among them, he noted, is an overall "stronger Alfred."
Of course, as with any major change, questions and concerns have been raised.
Chief among them is concern over the combination of the mostly four-year programs offered by University and the two-year vocational and technical programs offered at Alfred State.
Combining a wide array of programs will take a great deal of time and collaborative effort to work out, said Edmondson.
"You can't just immediately merge them together," Edmondson explained.
However, Alfred State has already decided to become largely a four-year, baccalaureate institution, a decision reached independent of the consolidation talks.
With this in mind, "it would make a lot more sense if we could find some synergy there, rather than just duplication," said Edmondson.
Leadership will seek to answer questions throughout the consolidation meetings, including how to strike a delicate balance between a diverse set of academic programs without confusing the public.
Overall, Edmondson believes that bringing in Alfred State's programs will not hurt the University.
"If I thought that the reputation of Alfred University was going to be ruined by this, then obviously I wouldn't even be engaged in these discussions," he said.
The presidents of each institution have been careful to assure individuals already in Alfred that the proposed merger would not have a large impact on them.
In a joint press release in July, Edmondson and Rezak promised that current students will be able to complete their degree as they have expected, as long as they progress at the anticipated rate toward graduation.
Edmondson also guaranteed that there will be no employee job losses attributed to the consolidation. Any jobs eliminated as part of this merger will be due to natural attrition, if employees leave their jobs for retirement or other reasons. Although such a major strategic decision will ultimately be the responsible of the board of trustees, the University seeks the opinions of its community.
Currently, a joint committee has been formed to advise on issues of academic integration. This committee consists of four faculty members, three deans and the provost each from Alfred University and Alfred State College, according to Edmondson.
Those with questions about the proposed consolidation are urged to voice them by "phone, e-mail or even paper mail," said Edmondson.
There is a section on the Alfred University Web site where students and others may submit questions for responses from officials at both schools. A similar, secure site has also been created for faculty and staff use. r …Merger
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The issue of creation vs. evolution, which has been hotly debated in cities all over the United States, will be the focus of a BASIC Forum to be held at 11:45 a.m. Friday, Sept. 13 in Nevins Theater.
"Mt. St. Helens: Evidence for Catastrophe" is the topic of speaker Bill Hoesch, who has received a bachelor's degree in geology from the University of Colorado and a master of science degree in geology from the Institute for Creation Research (ICR) Graduate School.
His one-hour slide presentation will summarize the events and subsequent research conducted at Mt. St. Helens.
Brothers And Sisters In Christ, a campus organization, is sponsoring the presentation.
• Retired Alfred University professor of English Sharon Hoover is editor of Willa Cather Remembered, a book compiling essays and articles on the author.
The book features pieces written between the 1920s and the 1980s by close friends as well as those who only met Cather briefly.
Hoover, a member of the Alfred University faculty since 1969, retired in 2001 after being awarded the Abigail Allen Award for her role in the school's Women's Studies program.
The book is due out in December of this year from the University of Nebraska Press.
The United States military is prepared to defend against any attacks on New York or Washington on or near the upcoming anniversary of last year's attacks.
Military jets have been patrolling over the two cities 24 hours a day since last Friday as precautionary measures for any possible attacks.
Pentagon officials did not say whether the patrols were in preparation for a specific threat or because of the one-year anniversary.
• Residents of southeast Texas and southwest Louisiana are being forced out of their homes by heavy rains from Tropical Storm Fay.
The National Hurricane Center in Miami is expecting the storm to dump up to 15 inches of rain on the coast.
The storm has caused schools in the area to close and many residents to evacuate.
German officials arrested a Turkish man and his American fiancée for planning an attack on a U.S. military base.
The attack was being planned for the one-year anniversery of the Sept. 11 attacks. The couple is suspected of planning their attacks on the U.S. base in Heidelberg or another target city, said Estefan Kleibach, a spokesman for the Minister of the Interior for the state of BadenWuerttemberg.
Police arrested the couple at their apartment in Heidelberg and seized over 280 pounds of explosive material.
• The Yugoslavian National Basketball Team upset Team USA 81-78 in the quarterfinals of the World Basketball Championships last Thursday, advancing to play New Zealand in the semifinals.
The loss for Team USA was their second consecutive defeat after winning 58 straight games in international competition.
One day earlier, Argentina, with only one player, Emanuel Ginobili, who will be in the NBA next season, pulled off the stunning victory over a team full of NBA stars like Paul Pierce, Elton Brand and Baron Davis. r
Remembering Sept. 11
Observances in the Alfred community Despite interviewing during two snowy days in March, the cold did not scare Saunders away away. She moved to Alfred Station on Aug. 1. Saunders chose Alfred because it emphasizes teaching and is very student-centered. AU also offered her a great package, she said.
Tiffani Evans, a junior criminal justice major, said, "It's motivational to see an AfricanAmerican female make it and know that you can also if you put your mind to it." Evans feels that AU will benefit from Saunders's presence because she brings a different point of view for the department of psychology. She feels inspired to see a black professor teaching.
Being the only black professor at AU does not make her feel like she stands out. She does, however, as well as some students on campus, hope that AU will keep up the effort to recruit more black faculty.
Kashay Hampton, a junior history and political science major, would love to see more black professors on campus, just like she would love to see a more diverse student population.
"I am happy to see a new face," said Hampton. "For the sake of the entering freshmen, I hope that our new faculty member lives up to their expectations."
Most upperclassmen think that AU has come a long way from two years ago and is trying to make Alfred a more diverse place. Evans and Hampton are both eager to meet Saunders and get to know her. Both students also think it would be a great opportunity if she became involved with different organizations under African Latino Asian Native American (ALANA).
Saunders is strong-minded when it comes to prioritizing, but she did speak to junior Jamir Scarbrough about joining the Students Acting For Equality (SAFE) committee.
Alfred gave Saunders the same warmth and love that made Hampton want to come back when she was a prospective student.
Saunders stated that she has good colleagues to work with and she is at AU for the long run. She plans to be tenured in six years and also wants to raise a family.
She Until this point, some may not have realized that UPN is here. Most students don't realize that they have to reprogram their television to get the channel.
The people in charge of getting UPN for Alfred University are Brenda Porter, director of residence life; Gerald Brody, dean of students and vice president of student affairs; and Keith Patrick, owner of Alfred Cable.
It took Patrick three months to get UPN and he is supplying it to AU for free.
"I just wanted to get in there for the kids and that's why I'm not charging the University," Patrick said. "Alfred Cable had to spend $2,000 to $3,000 to get the equipment and pull the signal from a Boston program through a Canadian satellite."
A one-year deal was signed to see how the channel would work out, said Patrick. The cost of cable is billed into every student's room and there's a chance that the room rate may go up. That is because C-SPAN 2 has also been added to our television selection. If there are optional cable packages for AU to choose from, it is conceivable that charges might not be added to student's room rates for next year.
Brody is very in tune with the students as he helps the student body be heard. He is the driving force in enhancing the quality of student life.
"UPN is only the first of many additions you will see," said Brody. "I suspect that HBO or an equivalent like Showtime will be offered in the future."
Brody and Porter are discussing these changes for next academic year. But do not be surprised if they get the channels sooner as they snagged UPN one year ahead of schedule.
The good news is that students can get HBO directly connected to their rooms. Students don't get channel 17 because it's the HBO channel for Alfred. Alfred Cable can be reached at 587-9313, and students will get the HBO box as soon as possible. Alfred Cable comes out to AU to install HBO, but the student has to be in the room at the time. Even though Alfred Cable waived the $20 installation charge, HBO is $11.75 per month. Students can fill out to pay for four months at once, or they can pay for the entire year.
In order to get HBO without paying for it individually, students will have to pull together again and voice their feelings.
Porter said, "I am going to be utilizing Residence Hall Council as the student voice regarding issues surrounding cable, so students should definitely get involved."
RHC is the place to be to make a difference. If students want more improvements to AU, lift up your voices and be heard. r At first, Kaplan held the position of assistant director of career and counseling services.
BY SHEREE
"I was responsible for coordinating the personal counseling services on campus," Kaplan stated.
In the same year, he was a professor within the division of education and was the director of the graduate program in counseling.
Kaplan said that he absolutely loved his time in Alfred.
"I always knew that Alfred was a very special place," he said. However, there is one thing that Kaplan did not like about Alfred. "I do not miss the winters. Having the leaves fall off the trees in September and not come back until May is a bit much."
Kaplan's position of ACA president came from doing his usual job, thrown in with a little bit of good timing.
"Being ACA president was never really a goal for me," he stated. "You run against some very well known people, so I never thought I'd win. But somehow I did." The position of president takes a good deal of time and effort.
From July 1, 2002 to June 30, 2003 Kaplan represents the world's largest professional counseling association.
"The ACA has 55,000+ members in the U.S. and fifty other countries," Kaplan said. "I also am responsible for developing and monitoring charges to ACA's 20+ committees and task forces, chairing the Governing Council and Council of Presidents and Region Chairs, making things run smoothly with the 18 ACA divisions and 4 regions, and working with the ACA executive director and our 55 staff members at ACA headquarters in Alexandria, Va." Although Kaplan's position as president takes plenty of work, at the same time he enjoys his job immensely.
"It is truly a privilege to be able to serve the professional counseling community," Kaplan said. "I travel extensively and I have been able to meet many interesting people, including a number of my counseling heroes."
On a more somber note, this year's focus on counseling excellence gains greater significance because Kaplan takes the helm of ACA in a post-Sept. 11 world.
"Normal reactions vary from no reaction at all to flashbacks, crying and being very upset, with all points in between. All are normal," Kaplan said. He then pointed out some of what to expect on the oneyear anniversary of the devastating events.
"Anniversary days are often very difficult. Give people permission to be upset. Be a friend and let them talk it out without giving advice," Kaplan stated. "If students have effects that last more than a few days, or they want to talk it out, I encourage them to go talk to AU's excellent counseling center." r 
Tunisian women succeed in business
The first women's studies roundtable for the semester occurred this past Friday, Sept. 6 at 12:20 p.m. in the Knight Club.
The speaker was Abderrahman Robana, professor of finance. His presentation was entitled "Tunisian Women Entrepreneurs: Some Success Stories." "What I am about to show you soon is going to dispel the old adage that a Tunisian woman's place is in the home," said Robana. "Tunisian women have undergone a transformation since the independence of Tunisia in 1956 and they have entered all areas of white collar, professional work and business ownership."
Robana has spent some time in Tunisia over the past two summers studying women entrepreneurs there. He did this in cooperation with the Alfred University Center for Family Business and Entrepreneurship, founded in 1994.
In his quest for a picture of the entrepreneurial environment and outlook for women in Tunisia, Robana had developed two questionnaires. In addition to the questionnaires he personally interviewed many of the entrepreneurs. His research gleaned many statistics pertaining to the women entrepreneurs and their businesses.
The Tunisian women entrepreneurs were an average age of 41 and had an average educational level of about 15 years, or an equivalent of three years of college. Of those polled, 76 percent were married and they had an average of 2.2 children each. The personal business experience of the women was an average of about 17 years and the experience within their particular field of expertise was about 16 years. Eighty-six percent of all those surveyed had parents who were entrepreneurs themselves.
The businesses were predominantly sole proprietors and partnerships, of which the average owned about 90 percent of the business outright. The source of startup capital was mainly from savings.
The average number of full-time and part-time employees is 20 and seven respectively. Of these employees an average of two fulltime workers and one part-time worker was a family member.
"The women wanted to be their own boss," said Robana. " [They] felt a sense of pride, and wanted to achieve financial independence."
To avoid "boring the crowd to tears with statistics," as he joked, Robana went to a slide show that depicted several businesses operated by Tunisian women that ran the gamut from basket weaving to running a hotel business worth over $40 million.
The presentation started with a Tunisian woman, Helime Essahlia. She owned a building supply company and later built an apartment complex.
Robana then showed pottery workers, fisherwomen, seashell collectors and basket weavers. He talked for a time about a woman who was trained at the equivalent of Cornell in Tunisia who cultivated medicinal herbs and carved out a successful niche for herself.
This was far from the norm in Tunisia of tree-based farms that reaped dates, olives and oranges. There were textile weavers, henna artists and stone collectors. One entrepreneur was a young woman who was a maid a few years back that now runs a temporary service and house cleaning business.
The presentation given by Robana in the roundtable was an eye opener as to the conditions for women and women entrepreneurs in Tunisia. For example, the audience might not have known of the sweeping 1956 reforms in Tunisia predicated the Equal Rights Act and Equal Pay Act in the U.S. r
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Theater student wins award for makeup design It was also the first time a firstyear designer has ever won the award in national competition. Of that, First stated it was "really weird. I couldn't believe it." He later went on to say that he was "going up against seniors and super-seniors. I didn't think I was going to win."
Of the overall experience, First Additionally, he received an allexpenses-paid trip to attend the national make up trade show in Pasadena, Calif. this past summer, which First described as "amazing."
As for any future aspirations in makeup design at AU and beyond, it is not out of the realm of possibility. During the makeup trade show in Pasadena, First was able to sit in on a class at MUD and expressed a strong interest in wanting to enroll there after he graduates from AU.
First plans on being the makeup designer for at least one upcoming AU theatre production this year, in hopes of being able to compete again in next year's festival. r PHOTO PROVIDED Senior Josh First applies makeup to Tara Rosado. First won a national award for his work on The Crucible.
BY JOHN P. DUNPHY
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MTV held its annual awards ceremony, the Video Music Awards, Aug. 29 at New York's Radio City Music Hall marking a hallmark day in the entertainment industry. This year's VMAs had both highlights as well as some very low points but the collective performance was exhilarating.
Saturday Night Live star Jimmy Fallon was the host this year bringing a special comedic element that had been absent in recent years. Fallon's ability to do impressions was key to his presentation as he opened with parodies of some of the biggest hits of the year, such as Eminem's "Without Me", The White Stripes' "Fell in Love With a Girl" and a very humorous impression of Avril Lavigne's "Complicated." The legendary James Brown assisted Fallon in the opening ceremonies with a lively chorus of "Get On Up."
The first event of the evening was a birthday tribute to Michael Jackson and an introduction by Britney Spears of Jackson whom she believes is the Artist of the Millennium. However, he took her statement to mean that the trophy was given to him as an award for "The Artist of the Millennium," rather than a birthday tribute. This became a fiasco in the media in following days.
As for awards, the night was packed with big winners. Eminem came away with the coveted "Best Video of the Year" which he accepted in a very humble and unexpectedly human manner.
"Thanks to my fans," he said. "Thank you everyone who supported me from day one. I don't know what else to say. Thank you."
Eminem also won "Best Male," which almost turned ugly as pop princess Christina Aguilera was the presenter, but Eminem actually gave her a hug and thanked her for the trophy.
Other moon men were given to Eminem for "Best Rap" and "Best Direction" for his satirical video, "Without Me." At one point during the acceptance of "Best Rap" the audience booed him and he shouted at Moby "I will hit a man with glasses." This was an unfortunate tarnish to such an otherwise mannerly night for Eminem.
Other major winners of the evening were The White Stripes who took home three moon men for "Breakthrough Video," "Best Special Effects" and "Best Editing" for "Fell in Love with a Girl." Pink won two trophies for "Best Female" and "Best Dance Video" for "Get the Party Started."
No Doubt also won two moon men and front woman Gwen Steffani made a blatant attempt to share the spotlight with her often overlooked band mates as they accepted their awards.
Mary J. Blige, J-Lo, Linkin Park, Kylie Minogue ColdPlay and Moby all took home a trophy.
Most notably, "Best New Artist" honors went to the precocious Canadian, Avril Lavigne.
The recently-introduced award for MTV2 was given to the somewhat underground band Dashboard Confessional for "Screaming Infidelities."
The VMAs helped prove that great talent does come to our little town. Both Chad Kroeger, lead singer of Nickelback, and Josey Scott, front man of Saliva, have both been to Alfred in the last 18 months.
Alfred State has hosted the MTV Campus invasion tour the past two years, which both Nickelback and Saliva have headlined.
The two artists broke from their own personal band projects to duet on "Hero," the smash hit of the summer movie spectacular "Spiderman." They won an award for "Best Video in a Film."
On the performance side of things, Pink did a provocative and very sexy performance of "Just Like a Pill." Dressed in a very high cut skirt and with fake tattooing she slithered across the stage as she sang.
Shakira had a very sensual performance as well. The Columbian born songstress sang "Tango" and even did a little crowd surfing.
The most anticipated event of the night was the performance by Eminem. He appeared behind a podium in front of what looked to be a replica of Congress. He spewed his hateful "White America" and then re-emerged from under the stage shirtless to perform "Dear Momma." "Eminem gave his best performance to date and the crowd really got into his rhymes," said senior business major Stanislav Safonov.
Former New York City mayor Rudolph Giuliani gave a speech at the awards ceremony thanking all of the musicians who have stood behind New York in the wake of Sept. 11. A moving tribute by both Bruce Springstein and Sheryl Crow gave a positive and uplifting addition to the evening.
With the recent loss of TLC member Lisa "Left-Eye" Lopes in a car crash in Honduras, it was very emotional when both of the surviving members graced the stage. MTV made it public that there was to be a special college fund set up in memory of LeftEye for AIDS awareness.
"This is so hard because its such a reality check because there's only two of us up here and she's so missed," Chili tearfully said.
"It was very sad to see only part of TLC on stage," said junior ceramic engineer Brenna Marcellus. "While at the same time it is so very positive for MTV to help pay tribute to LeftEye by making a scholarship in her name."
There was much anticipation prior to the VMAs as to who the winner of the "Battle of the Bands" between the Hives and the Vines was going to be. Both rock bands did an incredible job of making a case for why their band should win as they thundered out true rock, not pop rock, songs on the stage. It was clear from each band's performance that rock has a definite future fast approaching. The question now is can America produce talent such as the Vines and the Hives, both imports form Australia and Sweden, respectively.
The most amazing ending thinkable happened this year at the VMAs. Axl Rose came out of the woodwork to deliver a charged and explosive performance with the new Guns N' Roses. Axl has lost some of his screaming abilities as his voice broke once as he sang. However, for a man who has been out of the public view for so long it is very amazing that he looks as good as he does or that the new band sounds so close to the original.
Overall, the 2002 Video Music Awards were extremely enjoyable and a viewing spectacle not to be missed. If you want to catch a run of the show, just tune in to MTV. It will be rerun over the next week. r "I feel great for the opportunity to be able to take part in a positive healing process in a city I love," Hachiyanagi said. "I feel really honored."
Hachiyanagi got in touch with the 9-11 organizations and they connected her with the Limner Gallery. After applying, the gallery asked her to exhibit for the one-year anniversary of Sept. 11.
"I really wanted to do it for the first anniversary," Hachiyanagi said. "It's one thing to present a show, but it's another to do it at this time." "The Golden River" originally opened up last year on Sept. 20 in Atlanta, Ga. Hachiyanagi explained that she doesn't believe it was a coincidence that the exhibit opened immediately after 9-11. Only about 150 people came to her opening, and she gave a speech about how the piece isn't to mourn, yet instead to celebrate the ephemeral beauty of life.
"I believe when there is a massive destructive force in the universe, that there is a counter-energy trying to heal the distraction," she explained. "I am a part of the latter. I really feel like I'm supposed to be doing this."
While Hachiyanagi didn't know anyone personally who was hurt on 9-11, she does feel that of all of the cities she has ever been to, New York City is very special to her. "It's a city I've always called my second hometown since I first visited years ago," she stated. "So I felt personally hurt. I felt the pain as a New Yorker even though I don't live in the city."
At first, Hachiyanagi created this piece in memory of a friend that passed away, and in one of their last conversations, her friend explained that there is a river somewhere called the Golden River. The two of them then wondered about where this river was located.
This conversation, coupled with D.H. Lawrence's poem "The Ship of Death," inspired this exhibition. The poem is about building the ship of death to carry people post-mortem.
"The Golden River is not what the ships travel on," Hachiyanagi explained. "Instead, they make up the river."
For this reason, Hachiyanagi felt it important to create each boat by hand without even using simple tools like scissors. Each one is slightly different from the next. All of the ships are very translucent as to catch the light, and are suspended by thin, clear thread. She guessed that there are about 1,000 ships.
When asked if this exhibit has morphed at all in the last year, Hachiyanagi explained that it is inherently different after you take it down and then reinstall it. In the NYC exhibition of "The Golden River," the space is almost twice the size of the Atlanta gallery.
"It has a lot more space for it to flow," Hachiyanagi described. "The audience should be able to experience it better."
The piece is definitely interactive according to Hachiyanagi.
"You can be right in the middle of the river itself or you can step back and watch," she said. "People told me [at the previous show] that they began to feel a peace that they hadn't felt since the 9-11 attacks happened."
Knowing that people were benefiting from her piece so much helped her realize that she needed to show the piece in the center of Manhattan on Sept. 11's first anniversary.
To make the boats, she explained, it is an incredibly lengthy process as it takes several months just to make the paper alone. Minnesota's psychology department shows 8 percent of 188 students met the criteria for a diagnosis of post-traumatic stress disorder after the Sept. 11 attacks.
The survey was given to undergraduate psychology students for extra credit. Patricia
Frazier, a psychology professor, conducted the study and said the terrorist attacks offered a unique opportunity to document tragic events' positive and negative effects. "Sept. 11 was an unprecedented event where no one was in control," Frazier said. "I was interested in how this loss of control would affect people."
Although many students felt some loss of control after the attacks, Frazier said the team was surprised to find many individuals felt they had some control over the situation through their belief in a god.
Those who believe in a higher power showed fewer signs of post-traumatic stress disorder than those who believe the events were controlled by individuals, according to the study.
Individuals who believed a god was in control reported more positive life changes, while those who did not reported fewer positive changes.
Those changes included a better appreciation of life, closeness to family and beliefs in the goodness of people.
Many students reported feeling negative change in their lives in areas of safety, fairness and justice.
Ninety percent reported experiencing at least one symptom of post-traumatic stress disorder, the study says. A similar November study conducted by the New England Journal of Medicine found the same result.
Because of the small sample, it is unclear if the results could be of the University as a whole, Frazier said. She added she did not know whether the fact only psychology students were surveyed would affect the results.
"Although clearly not a random sample of the population, given the uniqueness and tragedy of the events it is important to assess their effects on a broad range of people within the U.S.," the team wrote in a summary of the study.
The research group hopes the survey will help reveal more about this kind of trauma in case an event like Sept. "This year looks to be one of the best, with 28-30 men, and the low twenties for women," said Striker. "This is definitely one of the largest swim teams that Alfred has seen. It is good to be a part of the team."
Striker also said that Ithaca and Geneseo will probably be the toughest competition this year. The team will go to two invitational meets in the first two weeks of November, including an important relay at the University of Rochester. "I'm excited about this year's program," said Striker. "Each year the bar has risen, and I want to take this program further with hopes of being nationally ranked in the top ten in the upcoming years." r Stephanie and Melissa are all effective at feeding the ball well on attack, using their speed and endurance." Sophomore Ellen Brandfonbrener will be returning to midfield this year. Freshmen Adrienne Egglinger, Emma Pope-Welch and Jodi Sokolofsky will also be covering the midfield positions this year.
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The defense will be led by sophomores Victorya Tetro and Lisa Howey. Howey is also a captain this year, and McLaughlin stated that she will control the defensive pace this year.
"Being a young team, it will simply take time for everyone to become comfortable with different styles of playing the game, but in the meantime, we are working hard and having fun at the same time," McLaughlin said. "I am excited about the talent I have to work with and am ready for this season." r
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SWIMMING & DIVING WOMEN'S SOCCER
freshmen Skylar Pais, Justin Gillan and Jonn Ninos are also playing the midfield positions this year.
The defensive line is very experienced.
It includes seniors Pat Mancini, a four-year starter, Dale Owen and Jim Carroll and sophomores Brian Donahoe and Randy Clukey.
The goalie this year is senior Kevin Ball who was second team All-Conference and regional All-American last year. Ball had 0.36 goals against average and nine shutouts.
"We have so many experienced players who've tasted success and are willing to work hard to make that continue," said Hassler. "They've been teaching that work ethic to our newer players. We're excited about the strong nucleus of players we have coming back."
The men's soccer team has been training hard and is looking forward to a competitive season. r Weight-loss drug similar to cocaine (U-WIRE) COLLEGE STATION, Texas -The active ingredient in the weight-loss drug Metabolife has the same effects on the brain as cocaine, according to a study conducted by Texas A&M University behavioral pharmacologist Dr. Paul Wellman.
Ephedrine and cocaine stimulate the nervous system and alter the level of dopamine in the brain, which plays a significant role in mental health. In Wellman's tests, lab rats on ephedrine did show reduced appetite but also altered activity as a result of the drug.
People who have too much dopamine can suffer from schizophrenia, while too little dopamine can contribute to degenerative diseases like Parkinson's disease.
The U.S. Justice Department has brought charges against Metabolife in light of reports to the Food and Drug Administration of adverse health effects stemming from the weightloss product.
Although Metabolife has denied any reports of harmful effects from its product, the FDA has received nearly 200 reports nationwide of negative effects from the stimulant ephedrine, found in Metabolife and other new weight loss supplements. Wellman testified in 1999 in front of the Texas Department of Health about the effects of the herb on the nervous system and the similarities between ephedrine and cocaine. Wellman said both drugs stimulate increased locomotion in the rats.
"The point is, cocaine and ephedrine have the same profile of action," Wellman said.
Ephedrine is an herbal medication found in plants, which allows little regulation of the drug.
Although there are no longterm data for the effects the drug has on the nervous system or weight loss, using pills for weight control is not ideal, Wellman said.
"You must get off of it eventually, and you may gain the weight back," he said.
Rhonda Rahn, health educator of nutrition at the A.P. Beutel Health Center, said she has heard from various students who are concerned about friends who are taking Metabolife and other similar weight loss pills.
She said some students are complaining that they cannot stop shaking or get to sleep at night when taking the ephedrine-based pills. Research has found problems such as heart attacks and strokes in otherwise healthy 20-year-olds who take ephedrine, Rahn said.
"Some people have health problems they are not aware of yet and [ephedrine] just multiplies it," Rahn said.
While some health issues and deaths stem from people taking ephedrine in excess, it is also not the most effective tool for weight loss, health experts say. The best way to lose weight is to eat a proper diet and exercise regularly.
Wellman said he hopes his investigation will force the FDA to be more aware of regulation concerning herbal weight loss supplements.
"It would be a step in the right direction for consumers," Wellman said. r 
BY RUTH IHDE
